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so did a few officials at the head of affairs, but the mass
of Ethiopians did not understand that their old sporting
rifles, and the rows of cartridges that all able-bodied
men wore round their bodies and used as currency,
were now utterly useless in battle.

The alarums and excursions at Geneva had their
counterpart in certain movements of the British fleet
in the Mediterranean and the strengthening of garrisons
at Malta and Aden. These were on a small scale until
after the Italians had actually begun war, and they were
accompanied by a statement made by the British Minister
at Rome on September 20th to the effect that 'the
movements of the British Fleet and the reinforcements
of men and material-of the British garrisons in the
Mediterranean . . . were not intended to imply any
aggressive intention*. The extent of these movements
was communicated to the Italian Government, and five
days later Sir Samuel Hoare sent a personal message
to Signor Mussolini in which 'speaking as an old friend
of Italy' he desired to 'eliminate every unnecessary
misunderstanding between the two countries*. The
Italians replied by an increase in the Libyan garrison.

Vague rumours of these movements caused the
necessary excitement at home, completely drawing
public attention from the really basic facts, and giving
the impression that Sir Samuel Hoare intended to carry
out fully the implications of his speech on September
llth. We must return in Chapter VI to the movements
of the fleet, and their part in this confused intrigue.
In the meantime it may be as well to restate the basic
facts to which we have referred.

L France and Great Britain had known about
Italy's intentions for some years, and had acquiesced
in them.